
 

 

 

The mission of ASBA is to promote student-focused 

leadership in public education through training, advocacy 

and service for local board members. 

 

 

AAEA’s mission is to insure high standards of leadership by 

providing quality professional development, influencing 

education legislation and policy, stimulating and fostering 

support and building successful coalitions. 
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2018 Joint Leadership Conference 
 

 
 
 7:30  Check-in and Continental Breakfast 
   
 8:45  Welcome and Overview of the Day 

Dr. Anne Butcher, Board Training Director, ASBA 

 
 8:50 2018 Legislative Session Highlights and a Look 

Forward toward Upcoming Legislative Issues  
  Dr. Richard Abernathy, Executive Director, AAEA 
  Dr. Tony Prothro, Executive Director, ASBA 

 
 9:30 School Safety in Arkansas:  

Current Laws & Regulations 
Courtney Salas-Ford, Deputy General Counsel, ADE 

  
10:15  Break 
 
10:30 Helping Districts Prepare: Safety Resources 

Available for Arkansas Schools 

Dr. Cheryl May, Director, AR Center for School Safety 
 
   

11:15  AR Act 950: Using and Maximizing Your 
District’s Panic Button 

 JP French, Arkansas Director of Strategic Accounts,  
                                             Rave Mobile Safety 

 
11:45  Networking Lunch 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
12:45 Putting “public” in Public Education: ESSA 

Reporting and the Need for Stakeholder 
Engagement in Planning 
Deborah Coffman, Assistant Commissioner of Public School  
                               Accountability, ADE 

 
1:45 Break 
 
2:00  #EngagementMatters: Powerful Partnerships 

and the Need for Communication 
Kim Wright, Director for Stakeholder Communication/Family    
                    and Community Engagement, ADE 
 
Meghan Ables, 2016 Teacher of the Year and AR Exemplary  
                         Educators Network, ADE 

 
2:55 Wrap-up 

Mike Mertens, Assistant Executive Director, AAEA 
 
3:00  Adjourn 

 

 


