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Some New Acts of 2017




HB1002 h Seat Bel

ARequires Type 2 seat belt assemblies on school buses purchased or lease
after January 1, 2018 if funding Is provided

ARequires passengers to wear seat belts if bus has them
AAllows districts to develop discipline policies governing their use

AExempts certain students with physically disabling condition as identified
by doctor or chiropractor

ARequires district to propose additional property tax to fund seat belts if
10% of voters in district present a petition to do so for that purpose

AAllows district to purchase seat belts with other funds rather than
Imposing additional tax



HB1 15 BD Hyunds used for

Professional Learning Communities (PLC)

AAIl additional funding appropriated above the statutory per student
amount for professional development will be used for PLCs

AADE will develop rules

AADE may partner with others, including educational cooperatives, to
develop the process



HB1153 f |Nirenum a s

Teacher Salary

ADoes not apply if district is already at or above the new minimum

Alncreases the current minimum teacher salary schedule by $400 per step
In 201718

Alncreases the minimum teacher salary schedule by an additional $400 per
step in 201819

AApplies to the BA and MA columns on the schedule
AApplies to each experience step




HB1208 h Private & Hc

may Attend Public Academic Courses

AA public school district or public charter schivbAYdevelop a policy to
enroll home school or private school students residing within the district
on a per course basis

AThe district is entitled to 1/6 of the foundation formula amount for each
course a student takes up to the full foundation funding amount per
student



HB1266 hh School Boar d

may Volunteer upon Board Approval

ASchool board member or spouse may volunteer or be a registerec
volunteer if approved by the local Board of Directors

AApproval is good for one year




HB1303 h OaparmirmtyeRrogram

AAwards reimbursement to educators fadditionaleducation
APriority given to the fields of:
1) Science, technology, engineering, or mathematics (STEM),
2) computer science,
3) Literacy or reading,
4) Prekindergarten education or
5) Special education

AReimburses educator cost of tuition, fees and instructional supplies to any
public institution of higher education in Arkansas

ACovers up to six (6) hours per year per enrolled teacher
AAwards are limited to the amount of funding in the program
AProgram administered by Arkansas Department of Higukrcation




HB1417 f Trffickiagn

Awareness Training

ADistrict shall make available annually to licensed personnel a 30 minute
presentation on:

1) Recognizing the warning signs that a child is a victim of human
trafficking and

2) Reporting a suspicion that a child is a victim of human trafficking

AADE is responsible for oversight of the development and
administration of material

APresentation will count toward required annual professional
development



HB1424 K A me mEBES and LEADS

A17 page Act that significantly amends the Teacher Excellence and Suppor
System definitions and process

Alncreases the length of the novice period from one year to three years
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AAdds additional language to the requirement for an ADE developed
administrator leadership support and evaluation program

AProgram to be aligned to the leadership standards adopted by the State
Board of Education



HB1425 fj Allows

Different Licensure Levels
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certain educators

ADistricts may differentiate salary for different tier levels

ADifferentiated salary could not be less than the established state
minimum

AA couple of examples might be a technical permit or license with
advanced requirements



HB1457 i Snow Day Alternative

ADistrict may submit a plan to the Commissioner for alternative instruction
APlan must be approved by Commissioner

AUp to ten days annually would have to be approved by the Commissioner
and would not have to be made up

AAlternative instruction could be, but is not limited to, virtual learning

ADays could be used due to emergencies such as inclement weather,
contagious disease outbreak, utility outage or other acts of God

ADistrict would have to demonstrate how teaching and learning would not
be negatively impacted



HB1459 h Proficiency Based Credit

ADistrict MAY submit a plan to ADE to award units of high school course
credit based on a demonstration of subject matter competency

ACan be instead of, or in combination with, completing hours of classroom
Instruction

AADE may promulgate rules governing such a plan
ABegins in the 2018019 school year



HB1539 [ Civics Test

Required to Graduate

ABegins in 20189 school year

AStudent must correctly answer 60 out of 100 questions on an exam
similar to the naturalization test used by the United States Citizenship and
Immigration Services

AStudent may take test as many times as necessary to pass
ADoes not apply to students:

1) excluded by their IEP

2) In the Correction Schools System

3) over 18 years old seeking a high school equivalency diploma



HB1574 h Amends

Home School Requirements

AParent no longer:
1) signs a waiver releasing state from responsibility
2) must notify superintendent by December 15 for second semester
eligibility
3) lists the basic core curriculum to be provided
4) lists the qualifications of the pareiéacher
AWritten notice may be submitted electronically, by mail or in person

AADE or local district cannot require additional criteria or information
beyond what is in the Act



HB1575 A Maxi mum

AApplies to Net Legal Balance which excludes restricted categorical funds and escrow
Tdzy Ra F2NJ LINPIANJF Ya adz-OK |a vl . Qa> SuO0Oc

ADoes not include Building Fund balances

ANet legal balance cannot exceed twenty percent (20%) of the public school district's
current year net legal balance revenues

ANet legal balance must be reduced to no more than 20% of net legal balance revenues
within five (5) years

ACan be accomplished by transferring funds to building fund for construction,
renovation, repair, etc. or by spending down

ATransferred funds can be returned to fund of origin if project is cancelled or revised

A State can withhold revenues if district fails to decrease excess balance by 20% or more
In each of the five (5) years allowed to reach the maximum Net Legal Balance

AA district may request and the Commissioner may grant a waiver for unusual and
limited circumstances



HB1608 ) Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA)
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ARewrites the current & school grading system

ARequires performance, growth, graduation rate (if applicable) and English
language learner progress to be included

ARequires at least one other measure to be included in in the rating system



HB1621 ) Changes School Election Dates

AEffective date of January 1, 2018

AAnnual school election in 2017 unchanged from current law
ASeptember school board election not an option in new law

ASchool election combined with preferential primary or general

ABoard selects choice of preferential primary or general election date
ABoard passes resolution stating choice and sends to county clerk
AClerk notified no later than the first day of the candidate filing period
ASpecial millage election may be held separate according to current law

ARunoff election held four weeks after election in odd numbered years and
with designated ruroff date on even numbered years




HB1627 ) Repeals Mandatory

Daily Course Time

ARepeals requirement that-92 grade students physically attend school
350 minutes per day

AAlso repeals requirement that student not be assigned to more than one
study hall or extracurricular course daily



HB1648 h Amends Standards Review

AADE now conducts Standards Review:

1) when school or school district is at high risk of failing to meet
standards or

2) whenever the Stat&oard or ADE deems necessary

ASchool district now only required to post annual performance report on
website (no longerequiredto be printed in newspaper)

APrinted copy must be made available if requested




HB1729 h Establishes New School

Funding Amounts by Category for Adequacy

201718 201819
Foundation Funding $6,713 $6,781
Alternative Learning Environment(ALE) 4,640 4,640
Englisdanguage Learners(ELL) 338 338
National School Lunch(NSL) < 70% 526 526
70%89% 1,051 1,051
>89% 1,576 1,576
Professional Development(PD) 32.40 32.40

Enhanced Transportation Per district annually based on schedule




HB1935 ) Student Use

of Medical Marijuana

AReinforces that when school administration has good faith belief that a
gualifying medical marijuana student is impaired the administration may
prohibit that student from:

1) being present on school grounds
2) attendinga school event, or
3) participatingin extracurricular activities
AThis conforms with current discipline and medicine policies

AThe Act did not amend the prohibition for students or staff to possess,
smoke or otherwise engage in the use of marijuana on any school
property including buses



HB1980 h DI s pl avy

In Schools
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1) every elementary and secondary classroom and library media center
In the state

2) Every public building or facility that is operated or maintained with
public funds

ARequirement contingent upon donation of the posters or voluntary
contribution of funds (cannot use public funds)

AMust be durable poster or framed copy




SB12h Emergency Plans

Exempt from FOI

AMakes the emergency and security records exempt from the
requirements of FOI for:

1) any public school or school district that serves PIekstudents
2) any statesupported institution of higher education



SB32h Sex Offender Restrictions

on Attending School Activities

AAllows Level 3 sex offenders to attend school sponsored events where a
fee Is charged or tickets are sold if the sex offender:

1) Isthe parent or guardian of or is related by bloodmarriage within
the fourth degree otonsanguinity (relationship by descent from
common ancestorjo a student enrolledn the publicschooland

2) notiflesthe administration of the school in writingf least twenty
four (24) hours before the start of threvent

AMethod of determining consanguinity explained in A.C.A9-28.2




SB308h Charter School Rights

to Public School Buildings

ADistrict must submit report annually by Feb. 1 identifying facilities:
1) that are unused or underutilized
2) that are identified on master plan to be reused, renovated or demolished

AAppliesto facilities not beingisedfor a public educational, academic,
extracurricular, oadministrativepurpose

Achooldistrict shallmake unused or underutilized public school facilities
available foleaseor purchase for no more than fair market value to any public
charterschoollocated within the geographical boundaries of the schahstrict

ACommission for Arkansas Public School Academic Faciliti@gamsportation
makes decision if agreement on terms cannot be reached

AlLease term is-80 (five to thirty) yearg determined by the public charter



SB308 h Charter S

to Public School Buildings (continued)

ADistrict may appeal It property will be needed for growth or I the -
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have a negative impact on educatiomglerations

ADistrict retains any bonded debt or mortgage liens on the property

ACharter assumes utilities, insurance, maintenance, repairs

ADistrict can be placed in facility distress for failure to comply with the Act

ACharter authorizer can take action if charter fails to comply with the Act

AAct does not apply to district facilities under a lease or property sold prior
to the effective date of the Act (90 days after adjournment)



